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Krajewski and McGeehan Dedicate Cottman Avenue Gateway 
October 20, 2006 – The Major Artery Revitalization Committee (MARC), in conjunction with the Community Life Improvement Program (CLIP) dedicated the Cottman Avenue Gateway during a ceremony at Russo Park, located at Cottman and Torresdale avenues, on Thursday Oct. 19th.  
Councilwoman Joan L. Krajewski (D-6) and State Representative Michael P. McGeehan (D-173), who were instrumental in obtaining the funding for the capital improvements, attended the ceremony along with city officials and representatives from MARC. 
The councilwoman secured $160,000 to renovate the tennis courts at Russo Park.  The courts, which are used by a number of different organizations, developed large cracks, making the surface virtually unplayable. Krajewski obtained emergency capital funding and made the improvements a priority so that the courts would be back in use by the summer of 2006.  
CLIP and MARC collaborated on a number of improvements to compliment the new courts, including a “Welcome to Russo Park” sign, new flowers, trees and shrubs. White vinyl and cyclone fencing were installed at several locations within the park. They lined Cottman Avenue with “Welcome to Tacony” banners from State Road to Torresdale Avenue and American flag banners from Torresdale Avenue to Frankford Avenue. Murals, including an American Eagle, an Irish Castle and a Forrest scene were painted along Cottman between State Road and Torresdale Avenue. Also included in the project was a “Welcome to Greater Northeast Philadelphia” gateway placed on the train trestle above Cottman Avenue and a “City of Neighborhoods” mural wrap was placed on another overpass along the avenue.   
In addition to the financial assistance and support from Krajewski and McGeehan, MARC would like to thank Philadelphia’s Managing Director’s Office, the Department of Recreation, the Anti-Graffiti Network, the Mural Arts Program, the Community Service Program and the Police Department’s Neighborhood Services Unit for their contributions to this project.
MARC IS FINANCED IN PART BY A GRANT FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
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